Nonverbal Abstract Assignment

Due_________________

Let’s see what the scholars have to say about nonverbal communication! Reading scholarly articles can seem difficult but the process will help you to understand how research is done and how assumptions are made about nonverbal communication.  

Locate an article of interest in a communication journal that discusses a topic of nonverbal behavior and create an abstract of the information. Share a one to two minute presentation of the information in a small group

Step One: Search for an article

Ways to search for scholarly articles on nonverbal behavior

Use the library databases: Proquest, Ebsco, J-Store.  

When searching be sure to check the “scholarly items” box and the “full text” box

Use the library Card catalog and locate the Journal of Nonverbal Behavior


Scan issues online for items of interest

Use “google scholar” to search for article

In each case, you need to be sure that the article you choose meets all of the following criteria:

· Is from a peer-reviewed, scholarly journal,

· Is no more than 20 years old

· Is on a topic of nonverbal communication. 

If you do not choose a scholarly nonverbal article, you will have to redo the assignment and will have an automatic 20-point reduction in your grade.

Step Two: Read the article

Read the article two to three times.  Highlight important parts

Step Three:  Create an abstract of the article.  Using the following format, create an abstract of the article. 

Step Four:  On one note card, summarize important facts from the article.

Step Five: Share your information to your group

Abstract Assignment

Please use the format that follows (Please include the headings in BOLD and ALL CAPITALS). The abstract should be typed, single-spaced, with one-inch margins. It should be your own work and not “cut and pasted” from the study itself of from the abstract of the authors. Attach the article to the abstract.

ARTICLE CITATION

The citation should be in APA style.

If you have never used APA, you can consult the formatting and style guide at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ or consult the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th edition) available in the writing center or at the library. I have placed a short style reference on the classes website as well. Most will follow the following format. 

Piggy, M.S. & Frog, K.T.  (1978). Muppet love: Nonverbal affect displays and courtship behavior in a theater context.  Journal of Nonverbal Communication, (4), 3-7. 

RESEARCH PROBLEM, PURPOSE STATEMENT

In a paragraph, state the problem that the author(s) felt needed to be addressed and the research problem or the purpose of the study. This should be in paragraph form, not bulleted.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In paragraph form, write an overview of the main points from previous research done on the subject. What are the major arguments on the subject? What gap will this study satisfy? What weaknesses or patterns are pointed out?

RESEARCH METHODS

What methods were used in this article? Provide details about who participated and how they were recruited? How was data gathered? What were the steps followed? 

RESULTS/CONCLUSION

What were the results/findings? How did the authors tie the findings back in to the purpose of the study? What conclusions can be drawn from this study? What is the significance of the findings? What do the authors say can be done with this information?

CRITICISM

Summarize the articles strengths and/or weaknesses. Consider the methodology and any problems there? Do their conclusions fit the data?  What weaknesses do the authors admit? 

Name_____________

Abstract Assignment Grading Rubric

TURN THIS IN WITH YOUR ABSTRACT (staple on top)
ARTICLE CITATION _______________ /10

Correctly cited in APA

RESEARCH PROBLEM, PURPOSE STATEMENT ____________________/10

Clearly stated the problem/ purpose of the study

Clearly states why the authors felt the study was important

LITERATURE REVIEW ________________/20

Provides the major arguments from the literature

Describes how the authors use the literature

Discusses weaknesses or patterns

Identifies the gaps of the data from previous research

RESEARCH METHODS _________________/20

Discusses the methods were used in this study

Provide details about who participated and how they were recruited

Discusses data collection

Describes the steps followed 

RESULTS/CONCLUSION _______________20

Summarizes the results/findings

Discusses how did the authors tie the findings back in to the purpose of the study

Points out what conclusions can be drawn from this study

Discusses the significance of the findings

CRITICISM ______________________/10

Summarize the articles strengths and/or weaknesses.

Considers the methodology and highlights any problems there

Discusses conclusions fitting the data.

Mentions weaknesses highlighted by the authors. 

Notecard /Group Sharing __________________/10

Created a note card of just the highlights of the information

Shared the information in a group setting 

