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I stand here today/// to pay tribute to the Alfred P. Murrah Federal

 Building Bombing Memorial in Oklahoma City.

This memorial represents the honor/// and strength///


as well as all the pain of 






every person who remembers that historical day.

It has helped an immense number of people to cope with this 
national tragedy/// 

It is a place of reflection/// emotion/// and healing.

The cool water of the reflection pool today seems to drown out 
the fiery hell that occurred over a decade ago.
13 years ago, on April 19, 1995… do you remember what you 
were doing? I do… I was sitting in first grade, listening to my 
teacher read.  All of a sudden///we hear a deafening rumble, 
which my teacher thought was thunder even though it was 
bright and sunny outside.   (switch slides)
This noise was the Murrah building being bombed, only 15 
minutes away from where I was sitting.
Since then, a memorial has been erected in the soil where it once

 stood.

It is hard to believe it is now a very solemn/// yet peaceful place.

The memorial is composed of several symbolic concepts. 


(switch slides)
The Gates of Time frame the moments of the bombing//////9:01 representing innocence/////9:03////the healing to come.

In between sits the heavy atmosphere of 9:02  (switch slides)
The 168 empty chairs symbolize the absence felt at the dinner 
tables for each life lost///smaller ones for children///larger 
ones for adults, each as beautiful as the next. (switch slides)
The Survivor Tree, an Elm, still stands as a witness of that day and 
as a symbol of resilience.  The same kind of resilience all 
Americans have when faced with a tough obstacle to 
overcome (switch slides)
The reflecting pool represents a sense of healing calmness.


The beautiful waters show the reflections of those forever 
morphed by the morbid memorial (switch slides)
The fence surrounding the site became a symbol of support and 
hope///showing items people from all over this nation have 
left for the victims and survivors.

OKC National Museum Director Kari Watkins says that the 
memorial carries a message//// “What Oklahoma City has to 
say to the world is that there is hope.”  America has helped 
back this statement with all the support and care they have 
showed over the years (switch slides)
The OKC National Memorial and Museum was created to honor 
those who were killed///those who survived///and those who 
were changed forever, and also to inspire hope and healing.

No words can accomplish this feat better than the words written in the memorial/////// (switch slides)

We come here to remember those who were killed



Those who survived




And those changed forever.


May all who leave here know the impact of violence



May this memorial offer comfort




Strength





Peace






Hope







And serenity.

To the victims and survivors, we salute you.


To the rescuers, we salute you.



To the people who have been deeply changed, we salute 


you.




To the memorial itself, we salute you for changing 



outlooks///inspiring hope and strength///and 




for bringing a light to the heart of 





Oklahoma.
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