Ceremonial Speech

Introduction:

We might remember my grandfather by his uniform of a plaid button up shirt and khaki pants that rose just above his ankle enough to show about half an inch of his white socks that were always paired with one of his many pairs of redwing boots. Or we may laugh as we remember that distinctive smell of Ben Gay as he walked past. We may remember the way he chewed on the edge of his reading glasses as he thoughtfully squinted and mulled over one of his many ideas. Many of us will remember him driving the same road from the ranch at Lavaca to the warehouse in downtown Fort Smith in his same white truck with the red letters “Belle Point Ranch” painted on the doors. Many of us may remember him as the stern and fiery man that may have raised his voice even when he wasn’t angry. Most of us will never forget the way he wrapped his usual afternoon ice-cold beer in a paper towel with a rubber band around it, or even the way he would shout out, “MARY ANN! Come on, let’s get out of here!” as he was ready to leave a restaurant and of course, she was never done eating. 

While we will always remember Granddaddy for his fond, yet distinct characteristics, I will remember him for so much more. 

 He will be remembered (parallel construction) as a man who had a strong sense of pride, yet always remained humble.
He will be remembered for being the simple man that he was. My fondest memories are of our family holidays. Last Easter, instead of him sitting at the round table where the adults always sit, he came brought his plate into the kitchen and sat with the older grandchildren. He shared with us his old Kappa Sigma stories from college and all the pranks he and his fraternity brothers used to pull.

I doubt I’ll ever know anyone with such a great work ethic as Granddaddy had. He has truly passed on his drive to excel in all his endeavors and keep the spirit of hard work and determination. 

 Always being a prepared traveler, I know that Kerri and Claire will never forget the times that he’d help us pack up the trailer to go to shows and always make sure we never forgot those green tubs or a bloat tube. (Onomatopoeia) I know we’ll never forget the thump of that big random rock hitting the bed of the truck because of course, “You never know when you might need a good rock.” Matt and Andrew always tell one of my favorite Granddaddy stories about when he took them fishing when they were very young and tied them both to a tree near the pond so they wouldn’t fall in. We may have rolled our eyes at him for these things, but somehow or another, he always ended up being right.  

Granddaddy was an extremely creative man with a unique way with people. I think he could probably sell you anything just by the way he interacted with customers. Always going about things in his own manner, he truly lived by the quote from Robert Frost’s poem that he had painted on the sale barn wall, “Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by, And that has made all the difference.” (Metaphor) I think the key to his way with people was inside that quote. Always traveling off the beaten path, he did things his own way. He took the road less traveled many times and ended up being trusted, respected, and admired by so many. 

We will remember him as Granddaddy as such a generous man. We never knew him to refuse help to anyone who needed it. He was constantly taking someone under his wing or helping out an old friend. His spirit of generosity and selflessness is a quality of his I truly admire and strive to attain. 

Closure

These simple but fond memories will always live deep in our hearts. (personification) 
However, we will probably remember him often for his most recognizable slogan that has been stamped on sale catalogs and ads for years now, “The Great Ones Make it Look so Easy.” (Inversion) I know that he, in fact, “made it look so easy” because he was a true “great one.” 

Two Emotions:

· The beginning of my speech is supposed to be lighthearted and humorous and make the audience remember him in a happy way.

· Other parts of the speech are designed to be more serious and create an intimate look into his life that reflects the audience’s love and respect for him. 

Notice the use of remember throughout the speech





Tell a story or two to highlight specific traits








