Jason 
Controversial Speech Outline


REAL I.D.: Real Protection or Real Nightmare?
Grabber:


Imagine this: You walk into your favorite breakfast restaurant. Instead of waiting to be 
served, a reader scans an I.D. inside your wallet and prepares a table, puts in an order 
for your normal coffee, and has the daily headlines brought to you. All made possible by 
a standardized, national I.D. Also, imagine this: You return home later that evening after 
a long day’s work. You decide to pay a couple of bills before dinner, so you bring up 
your bank account only to find it emptied. As it turns out, someone in that same coffee 
shop also scanned your I.D. to get your bank information. All made possible by a 
standardized, national I.D.
Audience Identification:


While this example is a bit ahead of its time, it is no joke that in 2005 Congress passed 
the REAL I.D. Act. This act has attracted much attention with its potential, but it also has 
stirred restless criticism. The decisions that are being made in Congress as we speak 
will have resounding effects on convenience, security, and privacy.
Interest Statement:


I have had an interest in privacy since I researched similar topics in high school, and an 
interest in technology even before that. Sometimes, though, the ideals of privacy and 
technology clash.
Preview:


I hope to share with you what the important terms of the REAL I.D. Act, some of the 
pros, and some of the cons.
I. What is the REAL I.D. Act of 2005?

A. The Department of Homeland Security says, “REAL I.D. is a nationwide effort intended to prevent terrorism, reduce fraud, and improve the reliability and accuracy of identification documents that State governments issue.” (Research Quoted)
B. The act proposes several standardizations and requirements.

1. It first standardizes what must appear on the document.

a. It must have the person’s full legal name, an identification number, a photograph, and a signature.

b. The major additions are machine-readable technology and encryption.
2. The act also states the procedure to acquiring such an I.D.

a. The applicant must present multiple proofs of identification, similar to when you apply for a passport.

b. The state must check the validity of all documents before the I.D. can be issued.

C. To allow for the standardization and nationalization of identity cards, a national database must be created that is interstate accessible and universally readable.

D. The act has other guidelines. I have just summarized what I thought was the most pertinent to understand the issues.

Transition:


Now that we know what we are talking about, why even bother? What is the point of 
having national identification?
II. The new law has many possible advantages. Some deal with safety and security, as put forth by the Department of Homeland Security, while some deal with convenience and technological advances. (Research Quoted)
A. The law by itself is simply another step in the war for security.

1. CNET news says that the law adheres to the recommendations of the 9/11 commission. (Research Quoted)
a. By initiating national I.D. cards, it would be very easy to verify a person’s identity. 

b. The strict standards would frustrate terrorists and illegal immigrants by making travel and illegal entrance much more difficult.

c. Ultimately, it aims to aid in the prevention of terrorism.
2. It could also help reduce identity theft and fraud.

a. The national standardization would mandate certain security enhancements, and thus make it more difficult to duplicate cards.

b. The process to obtain such an I.D. would be much more thorough. It would be impossible to obtain without ultimate legal proof of person, and therefore could guarantee identification.
c. It would be much harder to impersonate someone.

B. The act also has many indirect benefits.

1. Because of the strict guidelines for issuing the document, it could serve as proof of identification for almost anything: credit cards, employment, and even school I.D.

2. It could also serve as consolidation for the multitude of account numbers and user names available to consumers. No longer would you have a checking account number, a credit card number, and a social security number. Everything would be linked to one number that is universally understandable by all businesses.

3. With technology advancing by the hour, the national I.D. would have endless potential. Think I, Robot kind of stuff!

a. Let’s take a trip to the mall: no more paying at every store! You would simply shop around and then leave. Your bank account is debited automatically by a reader at the door.
b. Envision a federal building where everyone must present I.D. to enter. No more waiting in line! You are cleared as soon as you enter.

C. We are just starting to realize the potential of the REAL I.D. Act. It may have started as an act of security, but it may turn into an act of advancement.

Transition:


Is it to good to be true? Many people out there think so! Take, for instance, the entire 
state of Massachusetts. The MA congressmen have openly fought this act since its 
introduction, and they seem to have gathered many followers. Why fight this seemingly 
ingenious proposal?

III. Opponents of the REAL I.D. Act cite its inherent flaws. They say it is expensive, ineffective, and invasive.
A. Let’s look at it from a completely practical standpoint. It is expensive!

1. The Information Journal estimates that the switch will cost about $11 billion over a five year period. That is a cost of $36 million for each person in the United States! (Research Quoted)
2. The ACLU, which endorses the website RealNightmare.org, is less optimistic. They estimate the cost to be over $23 billion. (Research Quoted)
3. The high cost stems from infrastructure management, technology installations, and the actual switch.

B. Critics say that it will fail to accomplish its stated goals.

1. They question how it will prevent terrorism. 
a. If current laws and regulations haven’t stopped them in the past, then adding more restrictions will not stop them. History shows that once another level of security is added that it is not long before someone knows how to break it.

b. Research has shown that an identity based security system is ineffective. This is because it does nothing to reveal intent.

2. In fact, the act will actually make identity theft easier. The national I.D., and the implicit national database, would be a one-stop shop for thieves.
C. Far from enhancing security and privacy, the act makes it more difficult to ensure a person’s privacy.

1. It has the potential to be exploited by the private sector.
a. In Communications of the ACM, Bruce Schneier says that “The biggest risk of a nation I.D. system is the database.” The card would link to a national database and could provide information to anyone who swipes the card. It is only a matter of time before someone learns how to exploit this.

b. As the database grows, it could be used to gather more and more information. Private businesses could use this to take advantage of consumers.

2. It could become an “internal passport”.

a. Because of its standardized, machine-readable interface the REAL I.D. will be drawn to an ever wider set of uses.

b. It could potentially be used at any identity checkpoint, and thus create a data-trail traceable by anyone who has access to the database.

c. Critics also worry that this is one step closer to becoming a surveillance society. The I.D. could be uses to increasingly track and monitor an individual.

Review:


You may find it surprising to know that not many people know about the REAL I.D. Act. 
Now, though, you now its important terms, some of the pros, and some of the cons. As 
you can see, it is a heavily debated issue that has inspired fervent controversy.
Conclusion:


So whether or not you cared to listen, this issue is coming. It may not be solved by the 
REAL I.D. Act, but it will be addressed somehow. The questions of terrorism, national 
and personal security, and privacy are not going to disappear. Neither will this.
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