Toast Speech Samples and Toasting Etiquette
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To __Name ___  (raise your glass) who has taught us the importance of enjoying life to the fullest, whether fly fishing or spending time with loved ones. 

You’re a man of great humor.  

You’re a man who has brought us all to tears with your Tommy Boy impression. 
You’re a man who embodies the word “chill”

Every time I would look over in class, you would be just sitting bask and smiling. 
You were always a great person to make a speech to, because even if the speech was bad, we could look over and you’d still be smiling.  

Name, you amused us, encouraged us, and shown great character this semester and to that I honor you with this toast.  I honor you not for what you have done or said, but for who you have become--- a great speaker. 

So I encourage you today to continue enjoying life, because it’s not the destination that counts but it’s the journey. 



Today, I would like to raise my glass (raise your glass)  to by the far the most gifted athlete in our class. She showed us what it takes to be a student athlete at the University of Arkansas. She opened up her heart and shared the stories about her mother with us. I know we were all touched. 

She taught us how to improve our puts and she taught us that golf can be fun.

We learned that even the best athletes get nervous sometimes. 

In the words of Roy, tin cup, McEvoy, “I hit it again because that shot was a defining moment, and when a defining moment comes along, you define the moment… or the moment defines you.”
 To _Name _____, may you always define the moment and not let it define you!


To someone who

Has opened her heart and mind to this class

With hopes that they too will join in her efforts to serve God and humanity

To someone who

Has made us all feel as if her papaw was our own

Pitching and swinging the bat

To someone who

Has made each person in this class believe

As if we can make a difference in the world
One Krispy Kreme doughnut at a time

To someone who 

Has demonstrated to us

That Jello is used for more than just a dessert

Anne Frank said, 

“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment 

Before starting to improve the world. “
To __Name___, we toast to you (raise glass) 

For you have already begun improving the world. 

More Sample Endings

“May misfortune chase you all of your life and never catch up “

__Name ___ here this is to you for all you have given us. 

May your bike never fail you (reference to speech on changing a tire), 

may your sense of nature keep you wandering (reference to speech on camping)

and may your lessons live on, in this lifetime and the next (reference to speech on missionary work) 

“As you slide down the banister of life

May the splinters never point the wrong way. “
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How Do You Hold a Wine Glass?

“You should always hold the glass by the stem, no matter what the shape or size of the glass or the type of wine,” says Michael Greenlee, the sommelier and wine director of Gotham Bar and Grill, in New York City. “The most common mistake I see in restaurants and at dinner parties is people holding a wineglass by the bowl.”
From How to Hold a Wine Glass By Real Simple http://www.realsimple.com/realsimple/content/0,21770,712709,00.html
What Do You Do When Listening to a Toast?
Those who are listening to someone being toasted should hold their glass when the toast is being made.  At the end of the toast, listeners should raise their glasses and point them gently towards the person being toasted and then take a sip.  Clinking of glasses is optional. 

Not holding one’s glass or putting one’s glass down while a toast is being made is impolite.  If a person does not take a sip of his/her a drink at the end of the toast, it signifies that they do not agree with the toast for some reason. 
Never toast with an empty glass, it is considered bad luck. 

It is becoming increasingly popular to toast without touching glasses together, especially in larger groups where touching everyone’s glass is difficult or impossible.  In other contexts, it is considered rude not to touch glasses. 
What Does the Person Being Toasted Do?

When you are being toasted, you should sit and listen.  Smile and nod to let the person toasting know that you are listening. You should not hold or lift your glass.  Once it is done and everyone has had a sip, then you may nod and/or say “Thank You.” 

Where Does the Tradition of Toasting and Clinking the Glasses Come From? 

“As with many of our food traditions, the clinking of glasses traces its root to the health and safety of the drinker. In this case, it goes back to the tendency of nobles to kill each other off by poisoning their food! 

Wine was very commonly drunk during medieval days because it was one of the only safe liquids available. Water was often polluted, and milk was both useful for other things and thought to be for children only. As the wine was often full of sediment, a poison was easily introduced into it. 

To prove that his wine was safe, the host would pour a bit of his guest's wine into his own glass and drink it first, to prove it was safe. If the guest trusted his host, however, he would merely clink his flagon against that of his host's when his host offered his cup for the sample. The 'clink' (or perhaps 'clunk' back then, since wood or metal was more common for drinking vessels) was a sign of trust and honesty. 

Later, as metal and glass became more common, the chiming noise also brought a festive feel to events, and brought to mind the 'safe' feeling of church bells.” 

Text from Wineintro.  Clinking of Wine Glasses and Toasts. Retrieved March 28, 2008 from  http://www.wineintro.com/champagne/clinkglass.html
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This person raises the glass and states the person’s name first. 





This person saved the name for last





Notice the nice ending with a quote





Makes reference to speeches and in class events…fly fishing, enjoying life,  Tommy boy impression, smiling. 


Doing this makes the person feel good and makes the listeners reflect on the person and events of the semester.





Notice how the speaker ties the quote to the person and to golf.  





Notice the parallel construction as the speaker repeats, “To someone who.”


Each stanza is a reference to a speech and a memory that the whole class shares. 





Notice how the ending ties to the quote and how that ties to the theme of the toast on giving and improving the world.








A Good Toast Speech is 


Always Personal and Always Positive








