_I Researching a Spee

nterviews with experts
can provide some rich
information on a sub-
ject. Not only do inter-
views provide you with great
facts, but they also allow you to
meet new people.

Good research starts with a good topic.
Once you have a speech topic, the best
thing to do is to make a list of all the alter-
native names that you might use in re-
searching your topic. This is a simple trick
that really helps you make the most of
your research.

On a piece of paper, write your topic and
some variations of the topic.

If researching tarantulas, you might use
variations of the following search terms

Spiders
Arachnids
Tarantulas
Arachnophobia
Spider Bites

Pet Spiders
Spider migration

Interview

DR. LYNN MEADE

Research Begins With Identifying
Your Topic and Your Search Strategy

Make a list of possible places to go
to research your topic:

Books-library
Magazines-library
Newspapers-library

Internet

Interview a spider Specialist
Online videos by experts

Brainstorm unusual approaches
and unusual research approaches
to your topic:

Interview the owner of a pet tarantula
Look up tarantula societies
Interview someone at a pet store

Call the local rangers and ask about
tarantulas

Call the university and ask a scientist
about tarantulas

Look at movie documentaries on spi-
ders

Tips on Conducting an Interview

Ao DdPR

with a simple “yes” or “no.”

Tell the interviewer how long you expect the interview to take.

Call and confirm the interview one day before.

Have more questions than you need.

Ask open-ended questions. Do not ask questions that they can answer
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Using the Internet

When working with web based material
consider the following:

he internet is an amazing Accountable: Do you know who pub- .com = Commercial Website

research tool. Since the internet is lishes the site. If the answer is “no,” .org = Non profit Website
by far the easiest research tool to why should you trust the material?
use, it is tempting to make it the only .gov = Government Website
{ﬁ,s}fﬂgg ttﬁgl}n;re?ng ;essggllsoﬁzpta Accuracy: Does the site provide refer- -edu = Educational Website
search but certainly not the ortlyol. ences or are there other indic'ations of .net = Networked Website
why you should consider the informa-

tion accurate?

©) google - Google Search - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit Yiew History Bookmarks Tools  Help
@ - c (at I -‘l hittp: e, google, comysearch?client=Firefox-atrls=org. mozilla% 34en-Uss:3aofficialtrhannel=sthl=entsour 7.7 = '

Most Visited |j Customize Links |j Free ACL & Unlimited ... |j Free Hotmail |j RealPlayer |j Windows Marketplace |j Windows Media |j Windows
Search settings | Sign in *

Web Images Yideos Maps MNews Shopping Gmail more v

GOL}gle |goog|e | [ Search d d Search

¥ Google Advanced Search - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit Wew History Bookmarks Tools Help

@ - {ar (240 | http: o, google. comjadvanced_search?q=gongleshl=enaclient=Firefox-atrharnel=stris=org.mozlazen-us 77 - | |[G]-

Mask Yisited |:] Custarmnize Links |:] Free &0L & Unlimited .. \j Free Hotmail \:] RealPlayer \:] Windows Marketplace \:] Windows Media |:] Windows

Web Images Yideos Maps Mews Shopping Gmail more v Search settings | Sign in o)

GO ()Sle Advanced Search Advanced Search Tips | About Google

google

Find web pages that have...

all these words:

this exact wording or phrase

one or more of these words: | ||}R| |OR‘

But don't show pages that have...

any of these unwanted words |
Need more tools?

Results per page: |1D results V|

Language |any|anguage V|

File type: | any format V|

Search within a site ar domain: | |

(2.9, youtube com, edul
[ Date, usage rights, numetic rangs, and more
Advanced Search

Topicspecific search engines from Google:

Google Book Search Apple Macintosh U.5. Government e

Done
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Why Do Research?

NO, You Don'’t Cite a Street

Using research in your speech does several things: Address—That's Weird
According to 210 South Main
It enhances your credibility. Good research makessound Street in Fayetteville, there
more informed on the topic. Audiences are mordyike trust you were 68,726 people living in
when you present good research Fayetteville Arkansas in

It provides useful information for you to shareymur given 2006.

topic. You will be delighted with the wealth of arfnation available
on most all subjects.

It really speaks to those in your audience whdaets oriented.
Those types of people need information to remaiolired.

. . . NO, You Don’t Cite a Net
Which Part of the Research Citation Address—That's Weird

According to
http://quickfacts.census
there were 68,726 people

living in Fayetteville
Arkansas in 2006.

Do | Say in My Speech?

In the book, Unmasking the Face.
or

According to world renowned Nonverbal expert, Fackman ...

Now this is more like it...

According to Leslie Kaufman in an article on thdid\Sea. .. According to the U.S
or Census Bureau there were
According to an article in the New York Times o thrtic Sea 68,726 people living in
Fayetteville Arkansas in
2006.

In the first example, the name is more credibleabse Paul Eckman is a famous
expert. In the second example, the publicationasencredible. When you cite a
reference in a speech, give the information th#theiost your credibility and draw
in the audience. Beware overdoing it because gitoe much information can
cause the audiences attention to wane. The bditter- insert research wisely

Warning! Many public speaking textbooks will tstudents to give all the reference
information in the speech. For example, In Felyu2006, Leslie Kaufman in a What's the Point?
New York Times article published in January 1988tled “Artic Sea Partly Closed
to Fishing” said that ....

You should reference an
agency, a person, or the
name of a book or magazine

| don’t recommend doing it this way because in“tieal world” this is seldom

done. More importantly, giving too long of a refiece can be boring. 2
but never cite an address as

a reference.

i _ Let's face it.... It just sounds
A good speaker is always audience centered. weird

Most important of all, use your research well.

Ask yourself what works best for your audience.
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Books: The Forgotten Research Tool

Because it is so easy to get informa-
tion from the internet and from online
databases, its easy to overlook books.

Don’t miss out on the wealth of infor-
mation available at your library.

Go to the Libraries Website
Use Infolinks: The Library Catalog

Use Either the Basic or Advanced
Search

Write Down the Call Letters
Locate the Book

Use the Basic or Advanced
Search depending on your
needs.

Putting “quotes” around your
search words may help nar-
row your search.

Write down the call
number. This is
what you need to
find the book in
the library.

Check to make
sure the book is
available. Notice
that this book is
already checked
out.
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Making the Most of Your Book Search

To narrow your search, go to
the “Advanced” tab.

You may type in multiple
words or limit the year.

How Do | Find My Book,
Once | Have the Call Number?

Once you have the call numbers of your boolg, gan go to the
front desk and get a slip of paper. This paper teillyou where the
books are located in the library. Think of it aseasure map. Just
follow the directions to your location
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What is a Boolean Search?

A Boolean Search lets you narrow your search results to a more manageable size. If you search
for Lynn Meade, the search engine will look for all instances of “Lynn” and all instances of “Meade.”
If however, you use quotation marks and search for “Lynn Meade” you will find instances of where
the two words occur together.

In addition, Boolean searches let you put “AND” or “+” or “AND NOT” and “OR.” Each research
tool is slightly different on how these are used. Learning to use Boolean search tools on the internet
and in the library is time well spent.

What is a Wiki and Why Shouldn’t | Use One?

Awiki is a type of web site where the pages can
be changed instantly. Anyone can access and modify
the content.

Because wikis are open access, they are met co
sidered reliable for most all college and profesalo
presentations.

Don’t, however, discount wikis entirely. ihd
that they can be helpful if you are new to a subjec
Avoid Using Wikis

If you go to a source like wikipedia and regdon for Speech Research
the subject, you may learn some buzzwords that yo..
can use to improve your search. Sometimes, if you
look at the bottom of the page, the Wikis might-pro
vide a list of sources. If they are reliable sesto/ou
might follow the links and be on your way.
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Finding Periodicals: Magazines, Journals, and Nevgmpers

In order to find magazines, journals,
and newspapers, you need to go the
Libraries page under Top Ten Data

Bases and search Ebsco and Pro-

quest.

You will be able to readmost of the
articles on your computer or to print
them on your printer.

Top Ten Databases e ——

Ebsco and Proquest are good
overall ways to look for maga-
zines, journals, and newspapers.

Be sure to search both of these
and even a few more in order to
get the best research possible.

Be sure to use “quote”
around words that go
together.

Limit your search as
much as possible to you
don’t get too much infor-
mation

Click on full text. \

Advanced classes may re-
quire you to only search for
scholarly/peer reviewed

items. To do so, check this
box.




Librarians—The Archeologists of Research

ASK A LIBRARIAN
University of R #$ #
Arkansas

%

local: # #o# &
479-575-6645

toll-free:
866-818-8115

email:
refer@uark.edu
text:
479-595-9296

Or Contact #
Lynn Meade
Imeade@uark.edu




