Outline Format Sample
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Introduction

Grabber: Have you ever had car trouble? Well, I know someone who has. There was a blonde following a semi and she quickly passed it. The driver of the semi became angry and motioned for the blonde to pull over. The semi driver picks up a stick off the ground and draws a circle with it. He tells the blonde to stay in the circle and not to move. The driver walks over to the blonde’s car and starts to kick the tires and the sides. He turns and the blonde is giggling. This makes him madder and he goes and gets his baseball bat and smashes the windshield and slashes the tires. He turns around again to find the blonde laughing. He gets even madder and decides to light her car on fire. As the car is engulfed in flames, the driver turns to look at the blonde and is laughing hysterically. He asks her what is so funny. She states that while he wasn’t looking she stepped out of the circle three times.

 Sometimes life is like the blonde’s car.

Preview: I have chosen to compare some of the stories of my life to a car. Sometimes your car runs smoothly, sometimes you get a flat tire, and sometimes you get caught speeding. 

Body

I. There have been many times in my life where it seems to run smoothly like a new car. 

A. On my honeymoon, they seated my husband and I in first class. 
B. We had steak and potatoes instead of turkey sandwiches. 
C. We took pictures of each other so our friends and family would believe us. 
Transition: Just when you think that your car is running great, you run over a nail and get a flat tire. 
II. Some events in life are just like a flat tire, unexpected and unwelcome. 

A. When I was about twelve years old, I was on a runaway horse. 
B. The horse did not want to stop until my dad shut the gate to the field, which caused me to slide off of him onto the ground. 
1. The horse stepped on my stomach. 
2. The horse went crazy and started bucking while I was still under it. 
Transition: Although flat tires are uninvited, speeding tickets are far worse and more expensive at times. 

III. Events sometimes sneak up on you like a speeding ticket. 
A. On my honeymoon, my husband wanted to go scuba diving. 
B. The waves that day were really rough. 
C. I got really seasick and fed the fishes two or three times. 

Conclusion:
Review:  Life is like an automobile at times. It may run with no problems but all of a sudden you see blue lights flashing in your rearview mirror or see smoke coming out of the hood of your car. Through falling off the horse, riding in first class, and feeding the fishes my breakfast I have learned that life is truly lived in the fast lane. 
Closure: Someone once told me that it’s not the destination that counts, but the ride that is taken that is important. 
While the criterion for this speech is different than the one that you are asked to do, it is still a good example of how full sentence outline are formatted. All outlines in this class will include the Introduction (Grabber, Preview), the Body (with transitions), and the Conclusion (Review, Closure).


Note all the statements are in full sentences.








