
Doing Scholarly Research 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Avenues of Research 
 
Databases:  

Ebsco 
Proquest 
JStor 

(Remember, databases have specialties. You will need to try more than one. Ask the 
librarian which one works best for your topic.  
 
Google scholar: 
 Not all articles are available but oftentimes you can find an articles title and 
then go and find it at the library.  
 
 
Books: 
 Don’t forget about books. They may help you find some great information. I 
know it can be a pain sometimes to go to the library and hunt stuff but consider it 
an adventure. You might just find a real gem of a book.  
 
 
Librarians:  
 Librarians LOVE to help students. It is a pleasure not a burden for them to 
help you find good research.  Realize that most librarians love to hunt treasure in 
the form of great articles and books and yet the only question that most students 
want to ask them is “where is the bathroom.”  Be a friend and ask your librarian a 
fun question for a change!   

When teachers want scholarly or peer reviewed research they are refereeing to 
articles that are published in journals. These types of publications are made up of 
articles that have been peer reviewed. This means that an article that has been 
submitted for publication has been reviewed by other scholars in the field. If 
those reviews are positive and affirm that the research is good, then the article 
will be published.  
 
Generally speaking, if you are writing a research paper for upper level 
communication classes, your paper will be mostly, if not exclusively based on 
peer reviewed articles.  If you are asked to do an abstract, you will need to use a 
peer-reviewed article.   ** Peer-reviewed and scholarly are used interchangebly 
 



STEP ONE: Go to the Library Home Page 

 The Journal 
of nonverbal 
behavior is 
found by 
going to 
Infolinks: The 
Library 
Catalog and 
then going to 
“journals”  

Proquest, Ebsco  
and J Stor are 
found by going to 
the top ten 
databases 

Find books by searching 
the library catalog 



 

Ebsco, Proquest and J Stor are 
each databases  that warehouse 
information.  
 
Don’t use just one.  Search for 
your topic using one of the 
databases and then do the same 
search using another.  
 
 



Ebsco 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Be sure to check  
”full text”  

 
Also check “scholarly 

peer reviewed” if you are 
doing  upper level 

research 

 
When searching, use different combinations of words. 
For example if you are looking for articles on 
persuasion and eye contact, you would use different 
variations of all of these words:  
 
Persuasion 
Social influence 
Influence  
Compliance gaining 
Eye contact 
Gaze 
Occulesics 
 
It’s a good idea to make a list before you start seacghign 
of all the words that you might want to use 
 
 



 

ProQuest 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be sure to check 
 “Full text” 
 and  
“scholarly journals” 
 if you are doing 
 upper level research 

Most all databases have a place where you 
can use the word “and,”  “or, ”  or “and not” 

 
Using these will limit your search and make 

it more productive 



JSTOR  
 

 

Use J Stor if you 
are doing 
communication 
research 



Journal of Nonverbal Behavior    
 

 
 

 

Go to 
electronic 
resource 

Go to 
Available 

Online 

If you are doing research for 
Nonverbal Communication, it is 
always a good idea to go directly to 
the Journal of Nonverbal Behavior.  
Find it like you would a book.—in 
Infolinks the library’s catalog 



Internet Research 
 
Generally speaking, you do not use internet sources for formal research projects. You 
may use research article that occur on the internet but not regular folks’ webpages.   
 

 
 

Go to Google 
Scholar for more 
scholarly articles 



 

When using the internet 
quotation marks are your best 
friend.  If you search for Lynn 
Meade, you will get all the 
instances of Lynn on the 
internet, all the instances of 
Meade (including the alcoholic 
drink) on the internet, as well as 
all the instances of Lynn Meade 
on the internet.  
 
Instead type in “Lynn Meade” 
(notice the quotation marks)  
This will only give you 
instances of where the words 
occur together.  


