Abstract Assignment: Persuasion

Locate a scholarly research article on a persuasive topic and write an article abstract using the following format. Please choose one that will be of interest for the class as well as of interest to you. 

Please use the format that follows (Please include the headings in bold and all capitals). The abstract should be typed, single-spaced, with one-inch margins. It should be your own work and not “cut and pasted” from the study itself of from the abstract of the authors. Attach the article to the abstract.

ARTICLE CITATION

The citation should be in APA style.

If you have never used APA, you can consult the formatting and style guide at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ or consult the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th edition) available in the writing center or at the library.

RESEARCH PROBLEM, PURPOSE STATEMENT

In a paragraph, state the problem that the author’s felt needed to be addressed and the research problem or the purpose of the study. This should be in paragraph form, not bulleted.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In paragraph form, write an overview of the main points from previous research done on the subject. What are the major arguments on the subject? What gap will this study satisfy? What weaknesses or patterns are pointed out?

RESEARCH METHODS

What methods were used in this article? Provide details about who participated and how they were recruited? How was data gathered? What were the steps followed? 

RESULTS/CONCLUSION

What were the results/findings? How did the authors tie the findings back in to the purpose of the study? What conclusions can be drawn from this study? What is the significance of the findings? What do the authors say can be done with this information?

CRITICISM

Summarize the articles strengths and/or weaknesses. Consider the methodology and any problems there? Do their conclusions fit the data?  What weaknesses do the authors admit? 

ANALYSIS

Do you think this is a useful article for study in this class? What could it be used for? How does it tie in to the other things you have learned? Would you recommend that all your classmates read it—why or why not? 

Format inspired by work from Ron Warren
What do I mean by scholarly research article on a study?
· It should come from a peer reviewed professional journal (academic)
· Should be a study with subjects/participants and a method in steps and results
· For purposes of this assignment, it should not be a book review or a review of literature (it may be a meta-analysis)

· Should be a new study not a replica of an old one

What are expectations of college level writing?
Use active case: The noun does the action

(Try to avoid am, is, was, were, are, be, being been, have, had—as much as possible)


Each subject was contacted--no

Researchers contacted each subject--yes
Don’t mix past and present case

Don’t use the word “You”

If you use a direct quote, cite it correctly and use quotation marks

Use complex sentences

No misspelled words, proper grammar
Avoiding weak language: basically, much like, 
Tips on Formatting from OWL Purdue Website

“APA style dictates that authors are named last name followed by initials; publication year goes between parentheses, followed by a period. The title of the article is in sentence-case, meaning only the first word and proper nouns in the title are capitalized. The periodical title is run in title case, and is followed by the volume number which, with the title, is also italicized or underlined.” (Owl website)

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume number(issue number), pages.

Harlow, H. F. (1983). Fundamentals for preparing psychology journal articles. Journal of Comparative and Physiological Psychology, 55, 893-896.

Scruton, R. (1996). The eclipse of listening. The New Criterion, 15(30), 5-13.



Abstract Assignment Grading Rubric

TURN THIS IN WITH YOUR ABSTRACT

ARTICLE CITATION _______________ /10

Correctly cited in APA

RESEARCH PROBLEM, PURPOSE STATEMENT ____________________/10

Clearly stated the problem/ purpose of the study

Clearly states why the authors felt the study was important

Correct grammar and spelling—academic writing

LITERATURE REVIEW ________________/20

Provides the major arguments from the literature

Describes how the authors use the literature

Discusses weaknesses or patterns

Identifies the gaps of the data from previous research

Correct grammar and spelling—academic writing

RESEARCH METHODS _________________/20

Discusses the methods were used in this study

 Provide details about who participated and how they were recruited

 Discusses data collection

Describes the steps followed 

Correct grammar and spelling—academic writing

RESULTS/CONCLUSION _______________20

Summarizes the results/findings

Discusses how did the authors tie the findings back in to the purpose of the study

Points out what conclusions can be drawn from this study

Discusses the significance of the findings

CRITICISM ______________________/10

Summarize the articles strengths and/or weaknesses. Consider the methodology and any problems there? Do their conclusions fit the data?  What weaknesses do the authors admit? 

Correct grammar and spelling—academic writing

ANALYSIS __________________/10

Discusses if they think this is a useful article for study in this class

Highlights what this information could it be used for

 Ties this study into the other things discussed in this class

 Makes a recommendation to read or not read the article 

Correct grammar and spelling—academic writing

Note that Journal Name and  the 15 are italicized and the 30 is not italicized





Note that the author’s first names are not used





In article titles, you should only capitalize  the first word and proper nouns 





Lots of periods and one comma.  Double check these.








