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ASME Mechanical Engineering Department Heads Meeting 
September 29-30, 2006 

Draft 
 

 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 
 

Organizer 
Joseph J. Rencis, Professor and Head 

Department of Mechanical Engineering 
Phone: 479-575-3386 (Direct) 

FAX: 479-575-6982 
E-mail: jjrencis@uark.edu 

 
General Information 

• Audience. Intended for Mechanical Engineering Department Heads. 
• Cost.  There is no registration fee and all meals and breaks will be provided at no cost.   
• Deadline. August 28, 2006 via an e-mail to Joe Rencis jjrencis@uark.edu that you will attend.  This meeting is on a first come, first serve basis 

since there are a limited number of seats.  
• Pre-meeting Preparation.  Each attendee is recommended to prepare a list of discussion items related to the topic of each session to stimulate 

discussion. 
• Proceedings.  Session PowerPoint slides and minutes will be provided after the meeting electronically via e-mail. 
 

Sponsors 

Arkansas Academy of 
Mechanical Engineering 

American Society of 
Mechanical Engineering 

Arkansas Section 

University of Arkansas 
College of Engineering 

University of Arkansas 
Graduate School 
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Tentative Agenda 
Friday, September 29, 2006 

Time Session Location Moderator(s) 

12:00 AM–1:15 PM 
Opening Lunch 

Chancellor John A. White 
University of Arkansas 

The Inn at Carnall Hall – Ella’s Restaurant  
http://www.innatcarnallhall.com/ 
University of Arkansas Campus 

Joe Rencis 
University of Arkansas 

1:45 – 3:00 PM Session #1: 
New & Established Faculty Recruiting Engineering Research Center 

Larry Hoberock: Oklahoma State University 
Bob Pitz: Vanderbilt University 

3:00 – 3:15 PM Break Engineering Research Center Joe Rencis 
University of Arkansas 

3:15 – 4:30 PM Session #2: 
Fund Raising Engineering Research Center David Gerhart: Development at University of Arkansas 

Dennis O’Neal: Texas A & M 

4:30 – 4:45 PM Break Engineering Research Center Joe Rencis 
University of Arkansas 

4:45 – 6:00 PM Tour of ME Research Labs Engineering Research Center Joe Rencis 
University of Arkansas 

7:30 – 9:30 PM 
Dinner 

Dean Ashok Saxena 
University of Arkansas 

Bordino’s 
http://www.bordinos.com/ 

Next to University of Arkansas Campus 

Joe Rencis 
University of Arkansas 

Saturday, September 30, 2006 
Time Session Location Moderator(s) 

7:00 – 8:00 AM 

Breakfast 
Tom Perry 

ASME 
Graduate School Dean Collis Geren 

University of Arkansas 

The Inn at Carnall Hall – Ella’s Restaurant  
 (http://www.innatcarnallhall.com/) 

University of Arkansas Campus 

Joe Rencis 
University of Arkansas 

8:15 AM–9:30 AM Session #3: 
ABET Visit Challenges 212 ME Building Mo Hosni: Kanasas State University 

Joe Rencis: University of Arkansas 

9:30 – 9:45 AM Break ME Building Student Lounge Joe Rencis 
University of Arkansas 

9:45 – 11:15 AM Session #4: 
Potential Mexico Collaborations 212 ME Building 

Eloy Meza Fuentes 
Guillermo Carlos Risso 

Mexico Society of Mechanical Engineers 

11:15 – 11:30 AM Break ME Building Student Lounge Joe Rencis 
University of Arkansas 

11:30 AM-12:45 PM Session #5: 
Round Robin: Institutional Highlights 212 ME Building  

1:00 – 2:00 PM 
Closing Lunch 

Provost Bob Smith 
University of Arkansas 

Power House Seafood and Grill 
Next to University of Arkansas Campus 

Joe Rencis 
University of Arkansas 
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Session Guidelines 
  

The session guidelines are as follows: 
• Two moderators. 
• Time duration of each session is one hour and fifteen minutes, except round robin. 
• Moderator responsibilites: 

o Focus on a separate aspect of the session topic. 
o Allocated thirty five minutes. 
o To have a formal PowerPoint presentation for ten minutes 
o Lead discussion for the twenty-five minutes with attendees. 

• Each attendee is recommended to prepare for each session material ahead of time to stimulate discussion. 
 

Campus Map 
 

See http://www.uark.edu/rd_vcad/urel/info/campus_map/images/06VisitGuide.pdf for the campus map. 
 

Parking 
 
• Friday Parking.  The meeting on Friday will be held at the Engineering Research Center that is south of campus.  There is no cost for parking. 
• Saturday Parking.  The meeting on Saturday will be held at the Mechanical Engineering Building on the U of A campus.  There is no cost for 

parking on-campus during the weekend. 
 

Hotel Reservation 
 
 The following hotel is located on the University of Arkansas campus and is a five-minute walk from the Mechanical Engineering Building. 
The Inn at Carnall Hall 
465 North Arkansas Avenue 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 
Phone: 479-582-0400 
Toll Free: 800-295-9118 
http://www.innatcarnallhall.com/ 
 
Hotels in Fayetteville near campus can be found at http://www.uark.edu/admin/busaffrs/travel/hotel.html  
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Airline Service to Fayetteville 
 
Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport (Airport Code: XNA) - http://www.nwara.com/ 
• American Airlines. American Eagle serves XNA with daily non-stop service to Chicago (ORD), Dallas-Fort Worth (DFW), Los Angles (LAX) 

and New York (LGA).  American Airlines Connection provides daily non-stop flights to St. Louis (STL). 
• Continental Express. Continental Express serves XNA with daily non-stop flights to Houston (IAH) and Newark (EWR). 
• Delta Air Lines.  Non-stop daily service to Atlanta (ATL), Cincinnati (CVG), Salt Lake City (BTF) and Orlando (MCO). 
• Northwest Airlines.  Mesaba Airlines Northwest Airlink provides daily service non-stop from XNA to Memphis (MEM), Minneapolis/St. Paul 

(MSP) and Detroit (DTW).  
• U.S. Airways.  U.S. Airways Express serves XNA with daily non-stop flights to Charlotte (CLT). 
• United.  Non-stop service to Chicago (ORD) and Denver (DEN). 
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Tentative List of Participants 

(Verified Through Phone or E-mail) 
Name Affiliation Phone E-mail 

1. Tom Perry ASME 212-591-72 PerryT@asme.org 
2. Mo Hosni Kansas State University 785-532-2321 hosni@mne.ksu.edu 
3. Larry Hoberock Oklahoma State University 405-744-5900 lhobero@ceat.okstate.edu 
4. Bob Pitz Vanderbilt University 615-322-0209 robert.w.pitz@vanderbilt.edu 
5. Dennis O’Neal Texas A & M University 979-845-8039 doneal@tamu.edu 
6. Melvin Corley Louisiana Tech University 318-257-2859 mcorley@engr.latech.edu 
7. Sub Gollahalli University of Oklahoma 405-325-1728 gollahal@ou.edu 
8. John Hochstein University of Memphis 901-678-2257 jhochste@memphis.edu 
9. Raju Dandu Kansas State University-Salina 785-826-2629 rdandu@ksu.edu 
10. Bill Simon University of Louisiana at Lafayette 337-482-6517 wesimon@louisiana.edu 
11. Brad Edgar Arkansas State University 870-972-3304 bedgar@astate.edu 
12. Ken French John Brown University 479-524-7204 kwfjr@jbu.edu 
13. John L. Krohn Arkansas Tech University 479-968-0259 john.krohn@atu.edu 
14. Jeffrey A. Roux University of Mississippi 662-915-5375 meroux@olemiss.edu 
15. Ben Bahr Wichita State University 316-978-6319 behnam.bahr@wichita.edu 
16. K. ‘Ravi’ Ravindra Saint Louis University 314-977-8438 ravindrak@slu.edu 
17. J. Craig Dutton The University of Texas at Arlington 817-272-2603 dutton@uta.edu 
19. Bryon Newberry Oklahoma Christian University 405-425-5428 bryon.newberry@oc.edu 
20. Keqin Gu Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville 618-650-2803 kgu@siue.edu 
21. Ashok Midha University of Missouri-Rolla 573-341-4662 midha@umr.edu 
22. Mark McClernon University of Missouri Kansas City 816-235-2706 mcclernonm@umkc.edu 
23. Glenn Sinclair Louisiana State University 225-578-5899 Sinclair@me.lsu.edu 
24. Dominic Halsmer Oral Roberts University 918-495-6935 dhalsmer@oru.edu  
25. Matthew Franchek University of Houston 713-743-4502 MFranchek@Central.UH.EDU  
26. Hamid Hamidzadeh Tennessee State University 615-963-5387 Hhamidzadeh@tnstate.edu  
27.     
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Interested, But Cannot Commit at this Time Due to Potential ABET Visit Conflict 
1. Ed Rybicki The University of Tulsa 918-631-2996 Ed-Rybicki@utulsa.edu  
2. Bill Jordan Baylor University 254-710-4192 Bill_Jordan@baylor.edu  
3. Dave Peters Washington University in Saint Louis 314-935-4337 dap@me.wustl.edu 
4. Ron Dougherty University of Kansas 785-864-3181 doughrty@ku.edu  

 
Will Check Schedule 

1. Yildirim Hurmuzlu Southern Methodist University 214-768-3200 hurmuzlu@engr.smu.edu  
    
    
    

 
 


