A quick and dirty guide to conditions in Latin

Simple

Unreal/Contrafactual

Present

Present/Perfect indicatives in protasis and
apodosis:

si nautae clamant, puella dubitat.

“If the sailors shout, the girl hesitates.”

Imperfect subjunctives in protasis and
apodosis:

si nautae clamarent, puella dubitaret.

“If the sailors were shouting, the girl would
hesitate”

Past

Imperfect/Perfect indicatives in protasis
and apodosis:

si nautae clamaverunt, puella dubitavit
“If the sailors shouted, the girl hesitated”

Pluperfect subjunctives in protasis and
apodosis:

si nautae clamavissent, puella dubitavisset
“If the sailors had shouted, the girl would
have hesistated.”

Future

Better known as: Future More Vivid

Future indicatives in protasis and apodosis:

si nautae clamabunt, puella dubitabit.
“If the sailors will shout, the girl will
hesitate.”

Better known as: Future Less Vivid
Present subjunctives in protasis and
apodosis:

si nautae clament, puella dubitet.

If the sailors should shout, the girl would
hesitate.




