Lesson 19 February 13-17
The Optative

1. Like the subjunctive, the optative is an unreal mood used mainly in subordinate clauses. There
are a few independent uses as well.

2. The optative occurs in the present, aorist, future, and perfect tenses. The perfect optative is very
rare and will not be introduced this year. Like the subjunctive and infinitive, the tense of the opta-
tive expresses aspect, not time. The future optative is used in one particular type of construction
to be introduced later. Whenever you see a construction calling for an optative, assume it means a
present or aorist optative.

3. The sign of the optative is t. In all tenses and voices this combines with the theme or stem
vowel to form a diphthong (ot, at, €t). In the active voice, there are two sets of endings. In the
middle there is only one set. While the endings of the subjunctive are based on primary endings,
the optative endings are based on secondary endings. They are as follows:

Weak Active Strong Active Middle
Ist singular -y -mv -lunVv
2nd singular  -1g -G -10
3rd singular -t - -1T0
Ist plural -lueV -tNpev -tueba
2nd plural -1Te -t -100¢
3rd plural -lev -tnoav -lVTO

4. The weak endings are used in the present, future, and aorist active of -w verbs, excepting con-
tract verbs, and in the plural of contract verbs and - verbs. The strong forms are used in the
aorist passive and - verbs, and for the singular forms of contract verbs. Sometimes a verb can
use either the strong or weak form. The declension of maudevw and the 2nd aorist of pavOdvw are
as follows:

Present Active Present Middle/Passive
Ist singular noudevorp noudevoipnv
2nd singular natdevoLg naudevolo
3rd singular natdevol natdevoLto
Ist plural noudevoipev naudevoipeda
2nd plural naudevolte nadevotobe
3rd plural natdevolev natdevoLvTo

Future Active Future Middle
Ist singular natdev ooyt natdevooiuny
2nd singular noudevoolg nadevooto
3rd singular nadevoot noudevootto
Ist plural nadevooLuev natdevooipeda
2nd plural nadevoolte nadevootole
3rd plural natdevoolev adeloOLVTO
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Ist Aorist Active
Ist singular noudevoatpt
2nd singular

3rd singular

nadevoatg/madevoeiagt
ntaudevoat/taudevoeie*

Ist Aorist Middle
noudevoaiuny
nadevoato
nadevoatto
noudevoaipeda
ntadevoatobe
ntadevoavTo

*In the active 2nd singular, and 2nd & 3rd plural, the second form is the more common

Ist plural noudevoatpev

2nd plural nadevoarte

3rd plural naudevoatev/madevoetav?
2nd Aorist Active

Ist singular HaBorp

2nd singular ndaboig

3rd singular nadot

Ist plural HaBotpev

2nd plural naBorre

3rd plural naBotev

Aorist Passive

Ist singular nadevOeiny

2nd singular noudevBeing

3rd singular noudevBein

Ist plural noudevBeinuev/moudevOeipev
2nd plural naudevBeinte/maudevOeite
3rd plural noudevBeinoav/madevbeiev

2nd Aorist Middle
HaBoiunv

naboto

naBotto
HaBoipeba
naBoroOe
naBotvto

Future Passive
natdevOnooiuny
noudevBnootlo
natdevbnootro
natdevOnooipeda
noudevOroolobe
nadevbnootvto

5. Contract verbs normally use the strong forms in their present active singular, and the weak
forms in the present active plural (although the strong forms occasionally appear in the plural,

and the weak forms in the singular):

Present Active

Ist singular @hoinv (ptAeoinv)

2nd singular @loing (ptAeoing)

3rd singular @u\oin (théot)

Ist plural @ oipev (pAéorpev)

2nd plural @uloite (piAéotte)

3rd plural @u\oiev (pthéotev)
Present Active

Ist singular TioNV (tTpaoiny)

2nd singular TIHONG (TIHa0ing)

3rd singular Tipon (Tipaoin)

Ist plural TIH@pEV (TIHAOLEY)
2nd plural TIHOTE (TIpdOLTE)
3rd plural TIH@eV (Tipdotev)

P\Ew

TIHAW

Present Middle/Passive
@ oiuny (ptheoipuny)
@\oio (ptAéoto)
@\oito (gréotto)
@\oipeba (pireoipeda)
@\oiole (pthéotobe)
@\oivto (@théotvTo)

Present Middle/Passive
TIHOUNV (TIHaolpnV)
Tp@o (Tipaoto)
TIHGTO (TIHdoLTo)
Tipopeda (Tipaoipeda)
Tipdobe (Tipdorode)
TIHOVTO (TLHAOLVTO)
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dnAow

Present Active Present Middle/Passive
Ist singular dnhoinv (dnhooinv) dnhoiunv (dnhooiunv)
2nd singular dnAoing (dnAoing) dnAoio (dnhdolo)
3rd singular dnhoin (dnhooin) dnhoiro (dnAodotro)
Ist plural dnhoipev (dnAodoipev) dnhoipeba (dnhooiueda)
2nd plural dnAoite (dnAodorte) dnAoioBe (dnhdotode)
3rd plural dnhoiev (dnhdotev) dnhoivto (dnAdotvto)

6. The present optatives of eipi & i, and the perfect optative of oida are as follows. Note that
eipt and oida can use either strong or weak forms in the plural:

eipi i oida
Ist singular  €inv fout/loinv eideinv
2nd singular  &ing fotg eideing
3rd singular  &in fot eidein
Ist plural einuev/elpev folpev eideinuev/eideipev
2nd plural  einte/eite folte eldeinte/eideite
3rd plural ginoav/eiev fotev eldeinoav/eidelev

7. Reduplicating -yt verbs (tiOnut, didwp, inut, iotnpt and compounds) use strong forms in their
present and 2nd aorist active singulars, and either strong or weak form in their present and 2nd
aorist active plurals. -vout verbs use weak forms, with o as the thematic vowel:

TiOnu
Present Active Present Middle/Passive
Ist singular Ti0einv TIOeiunv
2nd singular Tfeing Ti0elo
3rd singular Ti0ein Ti0etTo
Ist plural T0einuev/TiOeipev TIO¢eipeba
2nd plural Ti0einTe/TIOeTTE T10elo0e
3rd plural Tieinoav/Tibelev TIetvTo
Aorist Active Aorist Middle
Ist singular Beinv Deipnv
2nd singular Oeing O¢io
3rd singular Oein Oeito
Ist plural Deinpev/Oeipev Deipeba
2nd plural Oeinte/Oette Oelo0e
3rd plural Oeinoav/Oeiev Oeivto
Sidwpt
Present Active Present Middle/Passive
Ist singular didoinv Sdoiunv
2nd singular d1doing didoio
3rd singular didoin didotto
Ist plural Sidoinuev/didoipev Sidoipeda
2nd plural d1dointe/didoite d1doiobe
3rd plural didoinoav/didoiev didoivto

Lesson 19 Page 28



Aorist Active Aorist Middle
Ist singular doinv doiunv
2nd singular doing dolo
3rd singular doin doito
Ist plural doinpev/doiuev doipeba
2nd plural dointe/Soite dolole
3rd plural doinoav/doliev doivto

e

Present Active Present Middle/Passive
Ist singular teinv teipnv
2nd singular teing ielo
3rd singular tein ietto
Ist plural ieinpev/ieipev ieipeba
2nd plural leinte/igite ieloBe
3rd plural leinoav/ielev ietvto

Aorist Active Aorist Middle
Ist singular einv eiunv
2nd singular eing elo
3rd singular ein eito
Ist plural einuev/elpev elpeda
2nd plural elnre/eite eloOe
3rd plural ginoav/elev elvto

lotnu
Present Active Present Middle/Passive 2nd Aorist
Ist singular  ioTainv ioTaipnv otainv
2nd singular iotaing iotato otaing
3rd singular  ioTain ioTaito otain
Ist plural iotainuev/iotaipev toTaipeda otainuev/otaipev
2nd plural  ioTainte/iotaite lotaioBe otainte/oTaite
3rd plural iotainoav/iotaiev ioTaivto otainoav/otaiev
deikvopt

Present Active Present Middle/Passive
Ist singular Setkvvorpu detkvvoipnv
2nd singular detkvovolg detkvvolo
3rd singular detkvbol detkvvolro
Ist plural detkvvorpev detkvvoipeda
2nd plural detkvvorte detkvvolobe
3rd plural dewkvoolev detkvvovto
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8. The optative is used with the untranslatable particle dv to indicate possibility or probability.
This is known as the potential optative. It is best translated into English with words like “may;”
“might,” and “could” The negative is o0:

nadedoatpev &v Tovg maidag.

We may teach the children.

oV pabolig av Ta Kava.

You might not learn new things.

@L\oito dv Lo AVTH.

He may be loved by her.

9. Wishes in Greek are expressed with either the optative or the indicative:

A. A wish that can be attained or fulfilled is expressed with the optative, often preceded by
€l0¢ or &l yap (if only, would that). The negative is pn.

noudevoatpev Tovg maidag

May we teach the children!

el yop un padotg ta kavd.

Would that you not learn new things!

€lfe @uloito v AT,

If only he would be loved by her!
B. A wish that can not be or was not attained or fulfilled is expressed with the imperfect
indicative for present time and the aorist indicative for past time, always preceded by &i0¢
or &l yap. The negative is pn.

elfe émaudevopev TovG maidag.

If only we were teaching the children. (but we are not).

el yop un épadeg ta kava.

Would that you had not learned new things. (but you did).

€l0e ¢pthodTo LMo AVTHG.

If only he were loved by her. (but he is not).

10. Unattainable wishes can also be expressed in Greek using the 2nd aorist of 6@eilw, dpelov,
with the present infinitive for present unattainable wishes, and the aorist infinitive for past unat-
tainable wishes. €i0¢ or €i ydp may be used, but are not required. The negative is un.

w@éAopev Tadevely TovG aida.

If only we were teaching the children (but we are not).

el yap dpeleg un pabetv T katva.

Would that you had not learned new things (but you did).

€l0e wpele QiAeioBal OTIO AVT.

If only he were loved by her (but he is not).
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Vocabulary

KIvduvevw, Kivduvevow, Ekivdivevoa, kektvduvevka, kektvduvevpar, £kitvdvvevOny to be daring,
take a risk, venture; to run the risk of (+ inf.)

Avnéw, Avmow, EAvnnoa, AeAvmnka, AeAvmnuat, EAvntnOnv to grieve, vex, annoy

poixevw, HoLxevLow, EUOiXEVOA, EUOIXEVKA, PEpOXEVHAL, EpotxevOny to commit adultery, com-
mit adultery with, debauch (act. of the man, pass. of the woman)

O@eilw, 0peAnow, wgeidnoa and @eelov, @eilnka to owe, have to pay; to be obliged to do (+
inf.); 2nd aorist only + inf. used to express unattainable wish.

TNTw, tecoduat, Enecov, téntwka to fall, fall down; fall upon, attack (+ év + dat.)

OKETTOpAL, OKEYOHAL, E0KEYAUNY, Eokeppat to look about carefully, look at; examine, consider

TIHWPEW, TIHWPTOW, ETIHOPNOA, TETIHWPNKA, TETIHWPTIHAL, ETIHWPNONVY to exact or seek revenge
for (+ dat.); take vengeance on; (in present system) aid, help

POLTAW, POLTHOW, Epoitnoa to go back and forth, frequent; to go to visit (+ mapa + acc.)

w0tw, dow, Eéwoa, Ewka, - , éwopat, éwoOnv thrust, push

dpaxun, -ng N drachma (a coin that equaled one day’s pay for a skilled worker)
k€pdog, -ovg 10 gain, profit

vopo0étng, -ov 6 lawgiver

névng, -ntog 0 day-laborer, a person who works for low pay

TPOTOG, -0V O way, manner, fashion; habit, custom

HeoTOG, -1, 6v full, full of (+ gen.)

0iKEl0G, -a, -ov in or of the house, belonging to the household
TAOVO10G, -a, ov wealthy, rich; rich in (+ gen.)

ocwPpwv, cwepov prudent, temperate, self-controlled
Qavepog, -a, -0v clear, visible, manifest, conspicuous

dv untranslatable particle used with potential optative and certain conditions to indicate possibil-
ity

dva (prep.) (+acc.) up to, up (oppostite of katd)

dvw (adv.) up, upwards

éni (prep.) (+ gen.) on,upon; (+ dat.) on, by; (+ acc.) to, towards (of a goal)

nAnv (prep.) (+ gen.) except; (conj.) except, except that, unless, only, but

1ote (adv.) then, at that time
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Greek to English Sentences

. €l0¢ Emeoeg €v toig Ilépoaig ENBoDOL dva v 080V, dANA )8 Emegedyeoav eig TNV adTOV
TOALY

. ot Beol d1doiev &v moAAA kakd dwpa TOlG CwWPPOAL, 0V §¢ pun MEuYwaoi ov8évL kKal TAOVCiW TOV
XPNUATOV Kal HETT® aloyxvvng piav Spdyuny.

. €l yap w@élopev pun Avmijoal TOV KpatioTov vopdETny, TG yap 0pyns Heotog Stapbeipete &v
MUEG TE Kal TAVTAG IAOVUEVOVG DTIO HH@DV.

. TV TpOMW okéYwpal Tovade Tovg AéovTag Ta atdia UAATTOVTAG €V TM Tediw;

. ol oTpaTi@Ttat pry wOoIVTO Tapd TV EaVT@V MWV ANV TOD VeVIKNUEVODL ToiG PapPapolg.

. OQEINELG Ui HOLEVELY THV YUVATKA TOD TEVNTOG, 0¢ YAp TAXEWG TUWPT|OEL.

. ol olkelol 00 QIARoELaY &V TOVG 1yEHOVAG, XpT) 88 ToUTOVG ékeivolg del eiBeoBar ) éml T 60® f
¢v 11} oikia.

. €l0e kivdvvevorte mohepfoat Toig kakoig StepBopdot Tag oikiag kal fjpnuévolg ta deinmva

[Tépoaig.

English to Greek Sentences

. An unjust man might kill citizens and conquer cities, but he will never destroy the gods them-
selves.

. It only you had not committed adultery with my husband, for now you have wronged both
yourself and your children for countless years.

. Would that the Athenians cease guarding the city and attack the citizens who betrayed them.

. It only the truth were always visible, for, I suppose, all men might appear both wise and pru-
dent.

. You could thrust your spear into the eye of the tyrant, but will you then become happier?
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