Lesson 15 January 11-20
The Middle & Passive Voices
The Conjugation of eiut

1. So far we have been dealing with verbs in the active voice. Like English, Greek also has a passive
voice. With the active voice, the subject of the verb performs the action on a direct object. With the
passive voice, the subject of the verb is also the object of the action of the verb. For example:

Active
I am writing the book.
He carried the water.

Passive
The book is being written by me.
The water was carried by him.

Greek has a third voice, the middle. The middle voice is normally used when the subject performs
the action of the verb with some special relevance for himself or herself. Many verbs in Greek have
special meanings in the middle voice that must be learned along with the normal active meaning of a
verb.

2. In the present, imperfect, and perfect, the middle and passive voices use the same forms. In the
aorist and future the middle and passive use separate forms. We will learn the passive forms of these
later.

3. As with the active forms, Greek uses different sets of endings for primary (present, future, perfect)
and secondary (imperfect, aorist, pluperfect) tenses. Here are the basic endings of the middle/passive
voice:

Primary Secondary
1st singular -Ho -pHnv
2nd singular -oat -00
3rd singular -Tau -T0
Ist plural -peba -peba
2nd plural -o0e -ofe
3rd plural -vTal -vT0
Infinitive -oBau
Participle -1EVOG, puévn, -pevov (declines like dyaBog)

4. To form the middle/passive simply add the endings to the appropriate stem. Here are the conjuga-
tions of the present and future tenses with maudevw:

Present (middle & passive) Future (middle only)
Ist singular natdedopat natdevoopat
2nd singular noudevn/matdevet* naudevorn/maudevoel*
3rd singular natdeveTal noudevoeTat
Ist plural nadevopeda nadevodpeda
2nd plural nadeveae nadevoeode
3rd plural maudevovTal nadevoovTat
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nadevoeoba
TUSEVTOUEVOG, -1, -OV

noudeveoBat
noudevodpevog, -1, -ov

Infinitive
Participle

*The sigma of the second person singular drops out, resulting in the contraction of eat to either nj or
EL.

5. This applies to the imperfect and the aorist as well:

Imperfect (middle & passive) 1st Aorist (middle only) 2nd Aorist (middle only)

Ist singular  émaudevounv EMAOEVOANV guabounv

2nd singular  émaidevov* gnadevow* guaBov*

3rd singular  émaideveto ¢noudevoarto ¢uadeto

Ist plural gnatdevopeda gnatdevodpeda guabopeda

2nd plural  émaudevecbe énatdevoaote ¢udBeoe

3rd plural gnoudevovto ¢naudevoavto ¢uabovto
Infinitive (no imperfect infinitive) nadevoacOal pabéobat
Participle (no imperfect participle) ToudeVOANEVOG, -1), -0V pabopevog, -1, -ov

*The sigma of the second person singular drops out, resulting in the contraction of €o to ov and of ao
to w.

6. Contract verbs follow the normal rules for contraction in the present and imperfect:

1st singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
Ist plural
2nd plural
3rd plural

Infinitive
Participle

Ist singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
Ist plural
2nd plural
3rd plural

Infinitive
Participle

Present (middle & passive)
@ odpat (Qthéopar)
@AY/ @UAET (UAEn/pihéer)
@uettat (@théetat)

@ ovpeda (@hedpeda)
@\eiole (@ihéeae)

@ odvtat (Qihéovtat)

@\eioBat
@\obuevog, -1), -0V

Present (middle & passive)
Tip®paL (Tipdopat)

TIHQ (Tipdn/Tipdet)
TipdrTat (Tipdetat)
Tipdpeda (Tipaopeda)
Tipdo0e (Tipdeobe)
Tip@vTaL (TIpdovTat)

TipdoBat
TIWWHEVOG, -], -0V

PUEw

TIHAW

Imperfect (middle & passive)
gl obuny (EpAedunv)
E@LAoD (¢@LAéov)

EQLAEITO (¢@théeTO)
g¢phovpeba (¢piledpeda)
¢@\eloDe (¢@iléeobe)
g@LAovvTo (¢@théovTo)

(no imperfect infinitive)
(no imperfect participle)

Imperfect (middle & passive)
ETipunyv (étipaounyv)
ETIP® (£THAoV)

gTipdaro (¢tipdeTo)
gripapeda (étipaoueda)
étipdobe (étipaeode)
ETIHOVTO (£TIHAOVTO)

(no imperfect infinitive)
(no imperfect participle)
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Ist singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
Ist plural
2nd plural
3rd plural

Infinitive
Participle

7. -puverbs add the middle/passive endings directly to the weak form of the stem in the present, im-
perfect, and aorist. Note - while the sigma of the 2nd person singular is always present in the present

Present (middle & passive)

dn\ow
Imperfect (middle & passive)

Snhoduat (dnAoopar) ¢dnAovunv (¢dnhoounv)
dnhot (dnhon/dnoer) ¢dnAod (¢dnAoov)
Sdnhodtat (dnhoetan) ¢dnAovto (¢8n\oeTo)
Sdnhovuebda (dnodpeda) édnAovpeda (¢dnhoopeda)
dnAovobe (OnAoeobe) ¢dnAodobe (¢dnhoeabe)
dnhodvtat (dnAhdovtar) ¢dnAovvto (¢dnAoovto)
dnAovoBat (no imperfect infinitive)

dnhovuevog, -n, -ov

(no imperfect participle)

and imperfect, it sometimes falls out in the aorist.

Ist singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
Ist plural
2nd plural
3rd plural

Infinitive
Participle

Ist singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
Ist plural
2nd plural
3rd plural

Infinitive
Participle

Present (middle & passive)
didopat

didooat

didotat

S1dopeda

didoobe

Oidovtat

didooOau
ddopevog, -1, -ov

Present (middle & passive)
TiBepon

TiBeoaw

TiBeTau

T0¢ueda

TiBeo0¢

TiBevtau

TiBeoBou
T0épevog, -1, -ov

Sidwp
Imperfect (middle & passive) Aorist (middle only)
gd1dounv gdounv
¢didooo gdov
¢didoto gdoto
&0100ueda ¢doueda
¢0idoabe €do00e
¢didovto g€dovto
(no imperfect infinitive) doo0au

(no imperfect participle) dopevog, -0, -ov

TiOnu
Imperfect (middle & passive) Aorist (middle only)
éniféunv ¢0eunv
¢tifeco €0ov
¢tibeto €0eTo
éT10épeba ¢0¢ueba
¢1i0e00e €0eo0e
¢tibevto g0evTo
(no imperfect infinitive) 0¢00au

(no imperfect participle) Oépevog, -n, -ov
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Ist singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
Ist plural
2nd plural
3rd plural

Infinitive
Participle

Ist singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
Ist plural
2nd plural
3rd plural

Infinitive
Participle

Ist singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
Ist plural
2nd plural
3rd plural

Infinitive
Participle

Present (middle & passive)
tepat

leoat

letau

iepeba

feobe

levtal

teaBou
tepevog, -n, -ov

Present (middle & passive)
{oTapat

lotacal

lotatat

lotapeda

fotaobe

lotavtat

fotaocBat
lOTApEVOG, -1, -0V

Present (middle & passive)
deikvopat

deikvvoat

deikvutat

detkvipueda

Ocikvvole

deikvuvTtat

deikvvobou
detkvopevog, -1, -ov

N

Imperfect (middle & passive) Aorist (middle only)

lepunv
leoo
[£340)
iépeba
feo0e
levto

(no imperfect infinitive)
(no imperfect participle)

ot

elunv
gloo
eito
eipeba
eloBe
eivto

goBau
€uevog, -1, -ov

Imperfect (middle & passive)

loTapny
lotaoo
lotato
lotapeda
fotaobe
lotavto

(no imperfect infinitive)
(no imperfect participle)

deikvopt

Imperfect (middle & passive)

g0elKvopnV
¢deikvvoo
¢deikvuTo
édetcvopeda
¢deikvvobe
¢deikvuvto

(no imperfect infinitive)
(no imperfect participle)

8. In the aorist and future tenses, the middle and passive forms are built on different stems, and can-
not be confused. In the present and imperfect however the middle and passive are identical. The
context will normally provide indications about which voice is the correct one.
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9. The middle voice is used where the subject of a verb is performing the action of the verb for his/
her own benefit. Sometimes this means you should translate the middle voice with a reflexive pro-
noun:

Active Middle

YPAa@eLg TOV Aoyov YPaQn TOV Aoyov

You write the speech You write the speech for yourself
noudevopev TOV maida noudevopeda Tov maida

We teach the child We teach the child for ourselves

o w TTatdevovTac adw Tadevwv

I stop them from teaching I cease (stop myself) teaching
napaokevalete THv oTpatiav napaokevaleode v otpatiav

You prepare the army You prepare your army/the army for yourself

However, many verbs have special meanings in the middle voice, sometimes in addition to a “pure”
middle meaning. These meanings are unpredictable and must be learned as part of the verb’s defini-
tion:

Middle Special Middle

YPaQn TOV Adyov YPAQn TOV oAtV

You write the speech for yourself You indict the citizen
nadevopeda Tov maida nadevopeda Tov maida
We teach the child for ourselves We have the child educated
meibw uag neiBopan v

I persuade you I obey you

10. The passive voice is used when the subject of the verb is also the recipient of the action of the
verb. The person who performs the action, the agent, is placed in the genitive case with the preposi-
tion vmo. This is called the genitive of agent. Only verbs which take direct objects in the active voice
(transitive verbs) can be used in the passive voice.

Active Passive

nadebw avTOV natdeveTat HTO €O

I teach him He is taught by me

oi [I¢poat vikwowy fjpdg vikopeda OO TV Ilepo@v

The Persians are conquering us We are being conquered by the Persians
@épeL TO dwpov @épetal T0 Swpov HTIO adTOD

He carries the gift The gift is carried by him

meibw uag neibeoBe OO pod

I persuade you You are persuaded by me

11. While the forms of the middle and passive are identical in the present and imperfect, they can be
easily distinguished in context. If a direct object is present, the verb must be a middle. If vno + geni-
tive is present, the verb is passive.
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12. A number of verbs in Greek have active meanings, but use middle/passive forms. These are called
deponent verbs. Some verbs in Greek have active forms in most tenses, but use the middle in the fu-
ture or the present tense. These are called semi-deponents. Of the verbs we have seen so far, the fol-
lowing are semi-deponents:

drxovw dxovoopat
apaptdvw apaptricopal
amoBviokw amoBavodpat
PAETW PAéyopat
yelaw yelaoopat
eipl £oopat
EMaLVEW gmaLvEcopal
Bavpdlw Bavpdoopat
Havlavw padnoopat
opaw dyopat
ndoyw neioopat
TIKTW te€opan
TUYXAVW tevEopat

13. One very important verb in Greek is €pyopal, to come or go. €pyopau gets its principal parts from
several different verbs stems. It is especially unusual in that it frequently uses forms from another
verb, el eipt is a reduplicating -y verb that exists only in the present system. The stem is simply (-
and it is cognate with Latin ire.

e

Present Imperfect
Ist singular el fa or fjetv
2nd singular el fielg or fetoba
3rd singular elot fleL or fewv
Ist plural fuev fuev
2nd plural ite fte
3rd plural faot floav or fiecav
Infinitive i€vat (no imperfect infinitive)
Participle lwv, iodoa, 10V (no imperfect participle)

gpxopat has its own future (¢éAevoopat) but frequently uses the present of iut instead. The participle
and infinitive of eiju frequently substitute for the present participle and infinitive of €pyopar. And the
imperfect of el is frequently used in place of the imperfect of €pxopat.
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Vocabulary

aipéw, aiprjow, eilov, fjpnka, fjpnuat, pé0nv to seize, take; (mid.) to choose

dpxw, dp&w, Np&a, Npxa, neyuat, fjpxdnv (+ gen.) to rule, govern; (mid. + inf.) to begin

yiyvopat, yevijoopat, £yevopny, yéyova, yeyévipat to become, be; to be born, come into existence

YPAPw, Ypavw, Eypava, yéypaga, yEypaupat, €ypaenv to write; (mid.) to indict

eipt to come, go (frequently used as future of €pyopai, see above)

gpxopat, éAevoopat, NABov, EAfAvBa to come, go

iotnu, otnow, éotnoa and €otny, £o0tnka, éotapat, €0tadnv to make stand, set up; (mid. & 2nd
aorist) to stand, stand firm, stand still

Aw, Mow, EAvaa, AéAvka, Aédvpat, EAvOnv to loosen, set free, destroy; (mid.) to ransom

Lo, HoHow, EUionoa, pepionka, pepionpat, éuondnv to hate

nadevw, taudevow, Enaidevoa, memaidevka, memaidevpat, EmadevOnv to teach; (mid.) to have
(someone) taught

TAPACKEVALW, TTAPATKEVAOW, TTAPECKEDATA, TTAPECKEVAKA, TAPEGKEVATAL, TAPETKEVAGONV to
prepare, equip, furnish; (mid.) prepare for oneself

Tadw, Tavow, EMavoa, TEmavKa, TEravpatl, émavdnv (+ supplementary pple.) to stop, bring to a stop;
(mid. + supplementary pple.) to stop oneself, cease, desist from

neifw, meiow, Emeloa, TEMEKA, TEMEICUAL, EMeicOnv to persuade, (+ acc. & inf.) to persuade to; (mid.
+ dat.) to obey

TIHAW, TIUNOW, ETIPNOA, TETIPNKA, TETipNpaL, éTiuRdnv to honor

QEpw, 0low, IVEYKOV, EVIvoxa, Evijveypat, ivéxOnv to bear, carry; (mid.) to carry away for oneself, to
win, gain

Q\éw, QLA 0w, EPIAnoa, te@iAnka, te@ilnpat, éIAROnv to love; (+ inf.) to be fond of doing

adwkog, -ov unjust, unlawful; dishonest
aitioG, -a, -ov culpable, responsible; (+ gen.) responsible for
TPDTOG, -1, -ov first, (adv.) mpdTov

deinvov, -ov 10 main meal of the day, dinner
KAipag, khipakog 1y ladder

potxog, -ov 6 adulterer

@OvoG, -ov murder

Xeip, xetpog 1 hand

Ye enclitic post-positive particle at least, at any rate, indeed (emphasizes preceding word, often ironic)

fi1dn adv. already, now; further; even, yet

ol pgv...oi 8¢... Some...others...

npog prep. (+ acc.) towards, to; against; (+ gen.) from, from the side of; (+ dat.) at, at the side of, in
addition to

Ti interrogative adv. why?

o prep. (+ acc.) down; (+ gen.) by (personal agent); (+ dat.) close under; subject to
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Greek to English Sentences

. ol ye dvOpeg fpXOVTO HIOETY TOVG PIAOVHEVOLG DTIO TACMV TAV YUVAIKWY HOLXOVG.

. 0 Baothevg del éneioato Toig Beoig, Uo yap ThG UNTPog €0 EmatdeveTo.

. ol p&v Ti@vTal Te Ep@vTai te KO TOV PektioTwy, oi 8¢ od) oloi Te TO deinvov eépeada.

. ol ddtkot Emavoav TOLG TOAE[IOVG ADOVTAG EKEVIY TV TTOALY, AAAL OVK EMavoavTo Tovg dyadovg
npodidopevol.

. lotapévn vmo T KAipakt ofon TOAANV Kaknv ToXNV.

. €TEL TIHDPEV TIPDOTOV TOVG VOUOLG, Oel uds ypagpeaBat TOvV moitnv aitiov Tod povov.

. Tl tapaockevalopeba deinvov avtoig of Loodot TavTa;

. £y pev vmo Tod dpyovtog meibopat, oL 8¢ 00 - 0VTOG Yap TOANAKLG ot TR Xelpl EBale.

. 0 ZwKpaTng elowy €k TG TOAewg Kal SyeTtatl ToLG dSikovg TOAAL KaKiw TPATTOVTAG.

English to Greek Sentences

. The wise men said that even the unjust who destroyed the city are able to become good.
. I at least know that the virtuous woman was being seized by the most wicked adulterer.
. By my hand I gained a great treasure, therefore I will sacrifice many bulls to the gods.

. Some teach their children themselves, others are taught by their children.

. When we went to the temple, we obeyed the soldiers honoring the gods with many gifts.
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