Appendix B
The Verbal Adjective

We have so far learned several ways of expressing necessity in Greek, namely the impersonal verbs
det and xpr|. Greeks has yet another method, similar to the Latin passive periphrastic. In Greek
the construction uses the Verbal Adjective, which is normally formed by adding -téog to the
aorist passive stem or occasionally the future stem. There is no way to predict which stem the
verbal adjective is formed on, and normally they are listed separately from the main verb in
Liddell & Scott. Some examples:

Verb Aorist Passive Verbal Adjective
QW EQUANOnV QUANTEOG, -1, -OV
nadedw énatdevOnv TAOEVTEOG, -1), -OV
neifw éneioOnv TIELOTEOG, -T), -OV

Verbs with verbal adjectives not formed from the aorist passive stem include @épw (from the pre-
sent stem @eptéog) and pévw (from the future stem, pevetéog), among others.

The verbal adjective always has a passive meaning, and the person performing the action is ex-
pressed with a dative of agent. Examples:

ol maideg Luiv matdevtéol eioi.

The children must be taught by you

Ta iépa motnTéa €0Tl TOIG lepedol.

The temples must be constructed by the priests

The verbal adjective can also be used impersonally in the neuter singular (rarely, plural). The
meaning is almost active. The object will be in the case the verb normally takes, and the agent will
still be in the dative.

nadevTéov ToLG Maidag LUiv

It is necessary that the children by taught by you

monTéoV TA iEpa TOlG igpedol

It is necessary that the temples be build by the priests.



