Questions on Public Goods
1) Explain what a Public Good is and what problem arises in the provision of such goods.  What is the VCM?  Describe the behavior we typically observe in this mechanism. 

2) Drawing from the four papers on public goods that we discussed in class, what are the strengths and weaknesses of lab experiments as opposed to field experiments?

3) Describe the three treatments of Andreoni (1995).  What was the rational for each treatment and what conclusions did he draw?  Explain why you do or do not agree with his conclusions.

4) Isaac and Walker (1988) examine the impact group size has on VCM contributions.  What were their hypotheses and how were the treatments designed to address these hypotheses?   What results did they observe?

5) Shang and Croson (2006) look at contributions to a radio network based upon the dollar amount stated for a previous contribution.  What do they find?  If you were considering conducting a fundraising campaign, what would you take from this and what concerns would you have?  

6) In addition to the VCM, what three mechanisms do Chen, et al. (2006) consider and what do they find?   Describe some of the complications they encounter in trying to embed this experiment online.      
